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By BENNETT SGHIFF 

'vv V- S • ■ J.-'/i - *■ 

A short time after James B. Donovan, a leading, insur-., 
ance attorney who had among other things drafted.thq..|)la]v' 
for the Central Intelligence Agency, and’ been, counsel to OSt": 
.General William (Wild Bill) Donovan during'. the war, Avar: 
assigned- by a federal court to defend ,Coi.. Rudolf .Ahcj^thcr' 
Russian spy, his children became the’ target- for taunts, ini 
school and he had to cut off his phone service. -. . ' j 

It was, of course, a. sequence of events that Donovan, an] 
experienced and knowledgeable -lawyer, 'ihight have expected. . 1 
In- fact, however, Donovan did >not give, this' nearly hs much 
thought and consideration as he did -the proposition, a fundamental 

one in practice" w.ith, him as well- 
, as in theory, that persons ac- 
' cused of crime in Die U. S. have 
-.specific Tighls which must, be 
protected. - . 

%)i . -A medium-sized, spberly tai- 

i$$&. lorcd. good-looking,' prematurely 
W&S white-haired man of 43 with a 
i-'V forceful, personality, ’ Donovan 
W ^Ky: d°cs not hide the fact that he was 
surprised ns well as dismayed by 
the events that followed his as- 
signment to the Abel ease. 

; - "I was surprised,”* he said in 
his' office the. other day, “by the 
wave of hostility I encountered. 
Friends of mine who aye more 
;lf® : j knowing in political ways told 
?> me I was naive. 

h. • /- § ‘‘But it would seem so obvi- 

* ' , i- I ous that it’s an inherent part of 

,a I our way of life that everyone is 

entitled to a fair hearing, that I was amazed to find such hostility, 

it was a surprise and a disappointment. . 

“Maybe it’s a sign that we’re losing a lot of personal freedom 
in the U. S. that so many people have that viewpoint. It’s just a 
question with them of whose ox. is being gored.” 

Abel was convicted two years ago of conspiracy to commit* 
espionage in thcr-U. S., and sentenced to 30 years. The government ; 
said at the time of ,1ns trial that Abel was the’ master spy of the ! 
Soviet espionage network in this, country. An- appeal that Donovan-, 
filed for him is being heard today by the Supreme Court. ’ ■ ; 

“As .time has gone on,” Donovan said, “there' has been more » 
general acceptance of tire situation. But I'm' also sorry to say; 
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“At times,” lie says, “you get rather tired of it. At a recent 
dinner it was good for 20 minutes of needling for me to ask a 
waiter to bring Russian dressing: for my ’shrimp.” 

boa ^° n0Van ' wbo baid at the time of his court assignment (he 
lad been recommended by a committee of the Bar Association 
*! le )cquc f t Abel) that he wouldn’t accept a Ice for ins 
services, received one of $10,000 after the first trial was over 

m ? n T Cy t0 threc universities: k,000 

attfndcd ^ r , Hai 7. ai ' d Lavv Sch00l ‘ both of whitoiMie 

nv 52,500 to Columbia Law School, the alma materF'of 

in tii^-Abci 

f° n l ‘, hi u lk thc general public understands,” he says ' 
is the time devoted by most members of the legal profession ta 
non-remunerati ve public service. Traditionally the American bart 
has done far more than any other segment of thc public That side 

i iasl ? t bcen P u : J n ‘be Public view and in that sense the legal pro- ? 
fession hasn t had the best public, relations.” “ ^ 

* * * 

Donovan, who was born in New York ntv . 1 

here for many generation,, taXVtaSX VSri'ST 


7, I TT- VI- vie situation, nut im also sorry to say; « pteumieni surgeon, wouldn’t buy him the count™ LI 

that tms is probably due to the fact that the man was convicted. J wantcd after he graduated from Fordham where he 1C 

I wonder what the effect will be if the appeal to the Supreme* edlt0r of the school paper. ’ 0 h had bcen 

Court is successful ? . ‘ “My father persuaded me m , ..... 

“You always hear people talking about legal technicalities. > the ground that even though I lSccd to write 'Ja eve? it*! 

AMI,,. ^ process ^ 

m the U S.. is more important both here and behind the Iron ^ A bibliophile who haunts auction rooms he is a 
Curtain than the outcome of the individual case. This is the sig- ! th e Gi-olier Club, a fellow of the Morgan Libra rv 'U™' , 1 ,, 
mficance of tne xvhoie case. The Abel case is a test of the pa-i Art Cbmmission and a member of the povond’ncr 

•tern of seeking to assure instiee fnr i the Brooklvn Mi i.conm . ^o vcrn ing > committee of 
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tunty of our system of seeking to assure justice for everyone.” 

In personal terms the case has brought Donovan a whole lot 
ol attention and publicity lie doesn't relish and there have been 

inroads on his private life as well. _ 
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the Brooklyn Museum. . , 

, . ke Rves in a Brooklyn duplex apartment with' lis wife Mirv 
a^tbrnr cmidr™. J„ e An„c,:i6 : J„h„, „. 



